'MINUTES 

/ { l ' • OF THE 

fifteenth akkval sessios 

THE KING’S M. BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 

CONVENED AT 

High -Shoal Church, August 10, 1866, - 

AND DAYS FOLLOWING. 


Friday, August 10th, 1866. 

According to adjournment last year, the Association met, 
and the sermon introductory, was preached by Elder L. II. 
McSwain, from 1st Corinthians, 12th chapter and 27th verse. 

After a recess of thirty -five minutes, the Delegates assem- 
bled in the house. Prayer by Elder D. Pannell. 

The Churches were then called, their letters read, and ac- 
counts minuted. . 

The Association then proceeded to ballot for Moderator and 
Clerk, which resulted in the -choice of Elder L. H. McSwain, 

Moderator, and W. II. Carroll, Clerk. . 

Invited visiting Ministers, not Delegates, to a seat with us, 

and .received Elder t. R. Gaines. . , 

Appointed* Elders Wm. McSwain, D. Pannell and J. .bridges, 
with the Moderator and Clerk, a Committee of Arrangements. 

Appointed Brothers J. B. Walker, J. M. Hamrick, and P. 
Seapock, with the Eldership of High Shoal Church, a Com- 
mittee on preaching, during the session. 


On motion, adjourned until to-morrow morning, at 9 o’clock. 
Prayer by Elder T. R. Gaines. 


Saturday, August 11th, 1866. 

The Association met according to adjournment. Prayer by 
Elder Wm. McSwain. 

Called the Roll of Delegates and found all present. 

The Committee to arrange the business of the Association 
reported and was discharged. 

Read the Constitution and Rules of Decorum.' 

The following Committees were then announced by the Mod- 
erator : 

On Union Meetings : J. Harrell, A. Earles and B. Hamrick. 

On Finance : T. D. Scruggs, J. B. Walker and J. A. Wall. 

On Sabbath Schools : Elder D. Pannell, Elder Wm. McSwain 
and J. S. Bridges. 

On the State of Religion : Elder D. Pannell, N. Dobbins and 
J. Harrell. 

Called for the Circular Letter, prepared by Elder D. Pannell, 
read and adopted the same, and ordered that it be printed with 
the Minutes of this session. 

Elected the following Brethren to occupy the Stand on the 
Sabbath : Elder L. H. McSwain, Elder C. Livingston, Elder 
Wm. McSwain, and Elder J. Livingston. 

Elected Wm. McSwain to preach the Introductory Sermon 
next year ; and Elder L. H. McSwain to write the Circular 
Letter, with the liberty to choose his own subject. 

Appointed Elder D. Pannell, Elder Wm. McSwain, W. H. 
Carroll, J. Bridges, N. Dobbins, Messengers to the other por- 
tion of the King’s Mountain Association, with some proposition 
to try and bring about a re-union of the two bodies. 

The next session of this Body will be held with the Church 
at Mount Paran, M. H., 9 miles south-east of Shelby ville, com- 
mencing on Friday before the 2nd Sabbath in August, 1867. 

On motion, adjourned until Monday morning at 9 o clock. 
Prayer by Elder D. Pannell. 


Sunday, August 12th, 1866. 

The Stand was occupied by those elected to preach, and the 
word of God was exhibited faithfully, to a large and well or- 
dered congregation, and We hope with good effect. 
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Monday, August 13th, 1866. 

The Association met according to adjournment. Praver bv 
Elder L. H. McSwain. y J 

Called the Roll of Delegates and found all present. 

Invited Elder T. J. Campbell, visiting Minister, to a seat in 
Council, which was accepted. 

The Committee on Union Meetings, reported as follows : 

“The First Union Meeting to be held with the Church at Mt. 
Pleasant, commencing on Friday before the 2nd Sabbath in 
April, 1867 — D. Pannell, Wm. McSwain and M. Pannell, to 
attend it. The Second Union Meeting to be held with the 
Church at Beaverdam, to commence on Friday before the 4th 
Sabbath in June, 1867— D. Pannell, Wm. McSwain, L. H. Mc- 
Swain and M. Pannell, to attend/’ 

The Committee on Finance reported and was discharged. 

Called for the Report of the Committee on the state of Re- 
ligion, which reported as follows : 

“We see in looking over the letters from the several Churches, 
in our little bounds, the report that peace and harmony is uni- 
versal, and report pretty small revivals ; and the zeal, harmony 
and brotherly love, which have been displayed during this meet- 
ing, warrant us in the belief that the time to favor Zion is at 
hand, and may the good Lord speed its coming.” 

The Committee on Sabbath Schools, reported as follows : 

“We do not learn from any of our Churches, that there is a 
Sabbath School in progress. Yet we believe them to be a good 
thing and advise our Churches to organize and keep them up.” 

Resolved, That the Clerk superintend the printing and dis- 
tribution of as many copies of these Minutes as the money in 
his hands will purchase, after reserving $5 for his services. 

Resolved , That the thanks of this Association is due to the 
brethren and citizens of this neighborhood, for their very kind 
entertainment of this Body, during its stay with them. 

On motion, adjourned to the time and place above named. — • 
Prayer by Elder D. Pannell. 

* L. II. McSWAIN, Moderator , 

W. II. Carroll, Clerk . 


V iV r n E ’ C *> ° cl - 1 G . 1 8G6.— Rece jvccl of VV. II. Carroll, Fifteen Dollars, in full, for 
printing iou copies of the Minutes of the King's Mountain Baptist Association. 

L. M. CRIST, 



CIBCULAR LETTER 


The Constitutional King's Mountain Baptist Association to the 
Churches in Union — Greeting : 

Dear Brethren :~Wc present for your consideration, the 16th verse of the 5th chapter of 
our Lord’s Gospel, by St. Matthew : 

“Let your light so shine before men that they may sec your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in Heaven.” & ’ 

• 9 

In the discussion of this text, we shall present you sucli views as wc believe to be beneficial 
to you, and the world at large. In this beautiful precept, the great Teacher tells us the value 
and efficacy of practical Religion. He here commands his Disciples to exhibit in example their 
piety, for the sake of its saving effect on the beholder. Two preliminary remarks will explain 
the text and introduce the subject. First — no one should profess without first possessing Reli- 
gion. Second— all who possess are bound to profess Religion. To profess without possessing it, 
is either hypocrisy or self deception. To possess without professing it, is treason against its 
Author, and infidelity to ourselves and the world. Now these two remarks are a complete defi- 
nition of Scriptural personal saving Religion. It is justifying faith preceding and prompting 
profession and practice, and profession and practice following, evidencing and recommending 
faith, and thereby causing the world to glorify our Father which is in Heaven, by repentance, 
taitli and love. We are first to turn to Jesus Christ, the great luminary of salvation, and catch 
from him the light of life, and then, in the way of profession and practice, turn to a dark world, 
and scatter there the light we have received from this brighter sun of our spiritual kingdom ; 
and, by so doing, the world will be impressed by our Religion, and be themselves led to seek it. 
And it is clear to our minds that a high standard of personal piety is the best proof of the truth 
of Christianity, and the best means of converting the world to Christ. Our Religion must trans- 
torm and purify our own characters in order to convert those without. We plead not for spot- 
less perfection. That is not found this side of Heaven ; but in the language of the learned poet : 

“Defects through natures 
Best production run, 

The saints have spots 
And spots are on the sun.” 

They must not, however, be spots of habitual sin. Jesus Christ died, rose and reigns, and 
sends the spirit not only to produce in man’s state and heart, but in his life and character, a 
change for the better. 

Neither the Bible nor the world acknowledges any man a Christian, unless in the tenor of his 
life, old things have passed away and all things have become new. 2d Corinthians, 5:17. The 
great end of all that God has done for man is to make him holy. The atonement, revealed truth 
and the spirit’s influence, are but means for the production of this end. Conversion is the 
commencement of holiness, and baptism a solemn declaration of an intention to aim at holi- 
ness in all things till death. Now the Religion to meet the exigency in question, must be dis- 
played by infusing purity into our tempers; in restraining us from all wrong; disposing us to 
beneficence ;.to forgive when wronged ; inspiring us with cheerfulness and submission under 
affliction ; in exciting in us sympathy for the needy, and to sacrifice for the good of others, and 
when, throughout the ranks of our visible Zion, our Religion shall appear in making the 
proud, humble; the intemperate, sober ; the covetous, liberal ; the revengeful, forgiving; the pray- 
erless, devout ; the repining, patient ; and the indolent, active ; its evidence will be like the sun’s 
Meridian beams — it will both illuminate and melt. By your manner of living, impress the 
world that your Religion is your one all important grand business here on earth ; that it is first 
with you in time, first in attention, and first in everything, and you will do more in diffusing 
abroad the conviction that Christianity is Heaven born, than the preaching of any earthly man. 

Your Religion must extend to all the relations and conditions of life. As you emerge from 
the entombing waters of Baptism, you light up the lamp of profession ; every time you partake 
of the Lord’s Supper you trim the Golden flame. And now, let your attachment to Christ and 
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hiB cause be known ami read of all men, in the performance of church duties, as well as by 
the observance of church ordinances, by assembling to hear the word and for ® h “ rc * ' ^ ’ 

meeting, by giving of your substance to support the gospel, at home anjl abroad, for the pro. 

nnritv of the cliurcli, and the conversion ot sinners. 

Your i ‘ t must al o shine in the social circle. This is the rock against which many young 
nrofessors a re makin- shipwreck of their Religious characters. The truth Is, that public opinion 
fiS: Religion from the social* circle, and unless bold hearted Christians make a 

stand against this growing cvl., nu^ aim 

Mtent ,CrC SlmlTwe™^pound with the world to lay off the sacred badge of our Religion when 
potci t. . . sntprronrse ? If we do, we at once surrender one of our Lord a out- 

~ — ° r cbibt 

T r y^k ^"i^rio » «■» charge of sanctimon- 

iousness ? ‘ I repiy, in many little things; liy speak S £ ylZn imp" dmm good otet 
talking, by never ascribing to ^ " ^g to La, breaches between 
by discouraging L ’ in(r all unnecessary dissipating amusements, by being simple, serene 

religious turn, and by speaking out on a„ suite- 
and tender-nearica, uy B iv b . . . Rin enmitv; of hell and Heaven ; in 

hie occasions of Christ, his King' ^om, ns .= the ’ WO rld,’ exhibit amid those w'ithout thewin- 
this and like manner you will 1 = . onIy impres s men that your Religion is an 

ning sweetness of a holy example, an desirable. Your light must shine in the 

emanation from Heaven, but it is hot 1 prac regar d Religion as something separate 

the Lord. Romans, 12th chapter and 1 II th 1)0nse of )ll3 friends, by keeping apart these 

Now, what numbers have wound business in its place, and Religion in its place, 

two, and acting on the anti-Scriptura • > nd commcrcial transactions. Some make prom- 

Especially has this been the ease ^ P W ^ ^ advamage 0 f thc necessities of their 

ises to meet their dues, only to . n under -reaching and over-reaching, showings 

neighbors, to increase “chains , ( , ntended „ is Religion to regulate all of our secular 

disposition to cheat and defraud. Tt C New Test ament. The command, “owe no man 
transactions, needs no proof to a re. enforced by thc same sanction as thc command, 

anything,” issues from the same aut ''™Y’ n " „nea by not only keeping within the precincts of 
repent and be baptized. Let your ^^LaLLod etcmpIllying everything that is 

,„ga, obligation, but to do are convinced that in a„ your 

honest and honorable, and ure motives of Christianity, you will have 

worldly affairs, you are regulated by the a Uian you COU !d do by your pray- 

done more in impressing them with the value of our Religion, Uian y 

ers and tears, could you live a thousand years. circ i c . civI , government is as 

In the next place, your light must shine in the c v i P ^ ordaincd of God. Romans, 13tli 
much an ordinance of God as baptism. »c P°' ve ^ ‘ c ’.\j afraIrSj f rom tlie fact that civil, 

chapter and 1st verse. ohr « ti " ns ™ Thev too have bodies, families, characters and property 
necessarily includes Religious liberty. 1 > > ’ men t in political matters, on tlie part 

,o protect. Hence, against an enlightened, calm pnlitical cre ed; we have 

of Christians, we say not a word. Nor do we ouc ^ donc a vast dca i towards bringing 

ours, we allow you yours. What we oppos c rof( , sse d Christians have become clam- 

Christianity into disrepute, is the many cases in i w h_ P ofcJ> Upon ,1m whole, they injure 

orous party politicians. Such are far from g P dQ liear us while we speak out our 

their country as much as they do their cliurc l 1 TC bccome so engrossed in politics as to 
convictions on this subject. Just let professing Lhr - ^ Sab5ath | n reading secular papers 

forsake their Church to attend political meetings, sp^ ^ and from t i ie house of God, and do as 
instead of their Bibles, discuss polities on the wny t d , |vidualSj an d they will inflict more injury 
Whigs or Democrats, what they would not do as in m . and we , nor cover announce it as 
on tlie cause of Christ than all the Infidels in Chr s measures of ciUicr of the great po- 

our firm belief, that no Christian can ai aru a iet a lessening his Religious influence, 

mica, parties of the day, without grieving Cod’s spirit and lessening 
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U hat then > Stand aloof from every measure that requires of you either in fact or in appear- 
wue, the sacrifice of Christian propriety in all your movements? Act from a sense of Religious 
Ration. Realize your accountability at the Judgment Seat for the proper performance of all 
vonr civil duties, and you will not only most effectually serve your country, but serve your Sa- 
' U " m servm S y° ur country, and thereby exhibit to the God- forgetting world a most striking 
proof of the divinity, loveliness and transforming power of the Religion of Jesus. This, unless 
we have misunderstood the whole matter, is the Religion or the New Testament, and the Re- 
agion or which our world stands in crying need. In the right and for the honor of Christ, seek 
to exemplify it. In your conversion and baptism you put on the snow white robe of Christian- 
ty; lay it not off when you leave the house of God. All seamless and glistening with unearth- 
} beauty, let it invest you in the family circle. Clad in it as your glory and hope, mingle in so 
uety, keep n on, and keep it unspotted from the world in all your business and civil duties. In 
* ,ff pectS of your cha racter, in the conditions, relations and employments of life, act out your 
lv-iigion, your baptismal vow, for the salvation of deathless souls demand it. • 

aviug then described tiie kind of piety necessary to evince the truth of Christianity and 
convert mankind to Christ, let us, in the next place, show how it effects a result so desirable. 

nlTr'Tv JUd T Sment ° f thR ^elisions, which, after all, is the best argument in favor of 
linst-s Religion. Is it a fact that some five or six hundred prophecies have been fulfilled, as 

nrJ Z Tfi > , ? llGd ° n? 13 il the wonders of Calvary and the Resurrection, or thatit 

To 1 „ t IT’T 1 * * * , , n a VGarSj fr0m tl,e J,,rda " t0 ll >e Thames, and is heard in more than 
weifriifinct ° 10 an " ua S fi s of earth. No. These, though mighty in their place, are not our 

... * P roof8 ; ° ur crowning evidence, most unanswerable argqmcnt, Is personal Religion. A 
rZlrlZ Tr dGpraVitynnd actu al sin to practical Religion, is a sublimcr miracle than the 
( " f LrizarU3, A ,lfc growing likeness to God is both a prophecy and design of all 
pi op tocy. J he best Commentary on the Bible the world has ever seen is a holy 'life °Tbis is 

TJT S r? P !T th?U a " Can rCad ’ a " Undersland > nnd thal convinces all. Of all modes of 
• lung Christianity, exemplifying it is the best. To all cavillers and semi-infidels, wo say 

IT e n^^°TT , 0 T StrikIne Pr °° fS and refute them if you can. Behold how humble the 

™ P-Perity, how forgiving under wrongs, how fair in their dealings, 
in , d ng > ,ow submissive under losses, how useful in life, how triumphant 

death. Here is the Religion of Christ, not shining On the pages of the Bible, not in creeds 
books or sermons but living and moving before you, and snining in the conduct of your neigh-’ 
Dor with the truth embodied before you, can you doubt. Have you any logic rigid cno.M, to 
reMM; the reasonings, the appeals, the glowing eloquence of an immaculate, Christ-like pictv> 
if this does not shame you out of your infidelity, and shame it back to the bottomless pit then 
> ou love darkness better than light, for this argument shuts you up to the alternative either of 
closing your eyes or seeing the light, and being illuminated by it ; but if you would see practical 
Religion in a stronger light as an argument, see how comparatively Inefficient all the other ar- 
guments and appliances of Christianity arc, without it. We may build neat meeting houses 
fill our pulpits with a learned, devoted, eloquent ministry. Every family may not only have 
tlie^ ripturesof God, but the best uninspired books, tracts and periodicals may be scattered 
broad oast, and yet, vastly important as these instrumentalities are, the general unbelief of men 
ail never be overcome till there is in Christians a corresponding holiness. In vain mav we put 

,n T ": u t ° f ,mKU m,r bCSt ,mHks "" of Christianity, who nre acquit el with 

cr w "ir; F,nrui in '™ ,c > « ■»«<*■»*! Jix 

w«h * ’ * Tr, ! mvny 10 d " lnkHnnces - The inconsistency of professions will, 

honnl » I els, neutralize ail tho arptnicnts in favor of Christianity. They even read or 

sin* pi, • , Ur? ° 1,1 V,Un t,le Claims of Christ on the wordling, who lias discovered In profes- 
' nslians ’ a disposition to take advantage in business transactions. Wo to the world, if 
w 10 name the name of ( lirist were Christians after their grade ; but let all our skeptics live 
■ unu ueig i ior» who net out their Religion in all things, let tlio rising generation have parents 
w io re i ct the image of Christ in their daily deportment ; let husbands have wives who, by a 
rnee^andprnyeriuupiru, adorn their profession ; let pastors have churches zealous of good 

i Tn finr ’ ,< ‘ f a,) ll,e visi,),e Zion of God tear the veil from their eyes, rend the world from their 

an. ant rise up to the New Testament standard of life and action, and there will bn diffused 

needful 1 rlT ^ prao,IcaI conviction that the Gospel is divinely true, and is the one thing 

become Christta m01 ^ ’ 11 r< “ l,,nv ‘‘ s objections. We appeal to the Scriptures., to induce men to 

• ns. it j appeal to the inconsistent lives ot professors to justify their irrcli- 
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gion. From this quarter they draw most of their objections against the reception of Christian- 
ity. Every Minister knows that from this source, arises one great obstacle in the way of con- 
verting men to Christ. It matters not, though we can point to multitudes who adorn their pro- 
fessions, on one inconsistent professor, like the falling star, they fix their gaze. lie fills the en- 
tire field of their vision. His imperfections, they magnify into crimes. The short-comings of 
the few, they impute to all, and then judge our Religion by us, instead of us by our Religion. 
In this way they excuse themselves from the service of our Lord. • 

Now It is not mv object, on this occasion, to show the unfairness and absurdity of this mode 
of reasoning. We stay not to show that, though one-third of the church were a disgrace to the* 
Christian name, that that would be no safeguard to them against the wrath to come, nor lessen 
their obligation, immediately, to repent and believe the Gospel. My business is to find out how 
this sheet-anchor excuse is to be taken from the ungodly. How we can render them excuseless 
and thereby gain a second mighty vantage ground in bringing them to Christ. Not by profes- 
sing Religion. Not by talking religion. Not by weeping Religion. Not by shouting Religion. 
But by acting Religion. Let the lives of Christians and the first principles of the Gospel de 
velop themselves, in making us harmless and blameless, the sons of God, in holy love, and self- 
denying exertions to getgood and do good. Let the lives of Christians, in some adequate sense, 
represent Christ and his Religion, and many around us will have no cloak for their sins. They 
will be led to take all the shame and blame of their impenitence to themselves, and thustfake a 
second step towards Christ and Heaven. The piety under consideration, not only convinces 
the judgment and removes objections, hut wins esteem. In elevated personal Religion, there 
is something so intrinsically lovely and winning, that the most wicked respect and venerate it. 
Though in our aspect of the case, the feelings of the unregenerate are averse to holiness, yet it 
is a fact, that the more consistently Religious we are, the more we arc admired and confided in 
by the wicked world. Why had mankind rather form connections, make bargains, and dcaj 
with those that serve God, than with those that serve him not? Why, in the times ot calamity, 
affliction and death, do the impenitent so much desire the presence and prayers of the godly 
followers of Christ? Would you inspire the unconverted wi'li a high appreciation of your Re- 
ligion, gain a lasting halo in their esteem, and thereby make them the friends of your Lord?— 
Then rise from the dust, as it is written, “Awake, awake, O Zion, put on thy beautiful gar- 
ments ; O, Jerusalem, arise and shake thyself” from the dust. Isaiah, 52d chapter and 1st verse. 
Christians of this sort, being so manifestlythe subjects of grace themselves, become the me- 
dium of it to others. They convert because they evidence their conversion. They allure to a 
brighter world, because they lead the way. Ilosea, 2d chapter and 1-lth verse. The ungodlj see 

in this an end of all controversy. A holv life preaches with an eloquence that none but the 

deeply depraved c?" resist This then is the piity that most powerfully evidences the truth of 

Christianity, and converts mankind to God. Ilow infinitely important lor nil who claim to be 

C r st in ns, to exemplify the kind of Religion we have recommended. I lien Christians will be 

Uie salt of the earth, and the light of the world. Then God’s kingdom 

other kingdom, and Zion no longer rendered powerless, nor marred by se J£*"J ic f ^ 

will become the joy of Heaven, and the wonder and hope of the world. Then tb^J»nuiitain 

of the Lord’s house shall he established on the top of the mountain, and shall 

the hills, and all nations shall (low unto it. Micah, 4th chapter and 1st verse. T . > 

version — at home and abroad — will move forward with primitive speed. Mdle • < 

blush deeper and deeper. The sun of truth will rise on our darkened world, . ‘ , 

roll from land to land, like waves of the mighty deep, and the way to Heaven will e c - 

with travellers as resplendaut as the stars that bestud the midnight Heavens. Conic, tiiat ti< J • 

Let me, in some humble measure, contribute to bring about this second great reformation, wnrn 

all the disciples of Christ shall adorn the doctrine of God, our Saviourjn all tilings, and tut. 

worthless body of mine shall be given to the worms. friond- 

With a caution to the unconverted, we will close. We fear some of our *^P CI )‘ l v 1 . . 

watch us to condemn and not to commend. Others, we fear, would n br 5 ‘Id He^vill 
standard, than to rise up to ours. Others of you, demand ot us more than < n r Lo d. He u ill 
allow us to be his disciples, though we have infirmities; you will not. We 1 be^ecc > 
make our imperfections the occasion of your destruction, if wc are ah 
Why, you and I are condemned to eternal death by the same 

any to have us in the same condemnation ? Will our hypocrisy be i y P , , j 

the coming storm of wrath? .Will it diminish the anguish [and terror of your 

all the members of your neighboring church are hollow-hearted. • . . r „ . 

you in the creat heart-searching day of Judgment, to have will you V' Von j.V llVll ^ mitU 

professors of Religion that you knew on earth? Will it beany con ‘ , . r * nrofessin« 

gate the sufferings of endless damnation, to have as your oVour elief in ho 

neighbor, father, mother and sister? Say, will it? But what, it on account of our 1 ehef in the 

justifying merits of Christ, notwithstanding all our imperfections, we pass the i ord . the Inst 
Judgment, nre accepted, and rise and sing and shine around the throne, while y u, n in count 
of rejecting Christ, nre turned into Hell with all the nations that forget God • ijoanavc mercy 
on us all, and wash us in the atoning blood of His son. Amen. 
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